THE  HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

municating between the living and the dead. Since the
above date I have seen very much of spirit-rapping ; and
though my organs of wonder are largely developed, and I
have a weakness for the mystic and supernatural, yet I
cannot say that I have ever witnessed any spiritual pheno-
mena which were not explicable on natural grounds,
except in the instance I am about to give, in which collusion
appeared to be out of the question, the friend who accom-
panied me never having seen Mrs. Hayden, and she know-
ing neither his name nor mine. The following dialogue
took place between Mrs. H. and myself:

Mrs. H. : Have you, sir, any wish to communicate
with the spirit of any departed friend ?

J. C. Y. :    Yes.

Mrs. H. : Be pleased then to ask your questions in
the manner prescribed by the formula, and I dare say you
will get satisfactory replies.

J. C. Y. : (Addressing himself to one invisible yet
supposed to be present) : Tell me the name of the person
with whom I wish to communicate.

The letters written down according to the dictation
of the taps when put together spelt " George William
Young."

J. C. Y. :    On whom are my thoughts now fixed ?

A. :    Frederick William Young.

J. C. Y. ;    What is he suffering from ?

A. :    Tic douloureux.

J. C. Y. :    Can you prescribe anything for him ?

A. :    Powerful mesmerism.

J. C. Y. :    Who  should  be  the administrator ?

A. : Someone who has strong sympathy with the
patient.

J. C. Y. :    Should I succeed ?

A. :    No.

J. C. Y. :    Who would ?
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